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We look forward to seeing the creativity of New Mexicans at the 

Fair every year, and we’ve come up with competitions folks can 

easily take part in and have some fun with. The Fair was cancelled, 

but the fun is not. 

—General Manager, Dan Mourning 
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MISSION MOMENT 
From the home office of State Coordinator, Tyson Ledgerwood 

With fall just around the corner and a cold front coming in over the Sandia Peaks last week; I was cautioned to 
protect the backyard tomatoes.  So, I harvested a couple bowls of our delicious red and green fruit from the 
nightshade family.  And this week, our clan has feasted on fried green tomatoes.  Rolled in cornmeal and egg 
mixture and fried in bacon grease and butter, they are not the healthiest option, but fried green tomatoes are 
one of my comfort foods, and they bring back memories of my grandparents and their Great Depression 
garden.   
The fruits of adversity Part I. My grandparent's garden was so large, it took up most of their 
property.  Whether it was grapes, zucchini, squash, potatoes, tomatoes, Italian beans, or blackberries, it was 
enough to feed a family for months without a single trip to the grocery store. Another tell-tale sign of the self-
reliance that defined my grandparents was the wood-burning stove—central to their large family room—that 
heated and kept at bay the bitter Colorado winters. Their abundant skills, can-do attitude, and abiding integrity 
had been forged working their Eastern Plains’ farm during the depths of the Great Depression.   
When telling stories around the dinner table, our grandparents did not talk about their acts of courageous 
survival of the Depression; they did, however, carry on quite a bit about their hero—FDR.  Theirs were stories 
of a president who, moved by the suffering of the nation, re-imagined normal, creating programs to provide 
everything from jobs to electricity for the struggling rural communities. President and people together pulled the 
country out of that dark time in history.  
The fruits of adversity Part II. I find that the magic of comfort food assists me to: digest the lessons of bygone 
days, put those stories into perspective, sharpen my navigational focus of the current crisis, and envision the 
face of the recovery period ahead. Currently, the hard-working communities served by the 21st CCLC Program 
have taken the hardest economic hit.  The rhythm of parents’ workdays and their children’s school days has 
been hugely disrupted. Where once those schedules intersected in expected ways, the sudden onset of and 
persisting restrictions and uncertainty require we quickly adjust to assist our communities weave an innovative, 
coherent pattern of normal for both the woof of work and warp of school.      
 

Nita M. Lowey Newsletter 
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It matters how the 21st CCLC Program helps take care of our communities.  I see a community of practice 
emerging during the Covid-19 crisis.  I see our QMC's, the local 21st CCLC directors, their teams, and 
community partners putting their heads together to figure out the "how" when school is not in session.  I see 
you repurposing old skills and developing new, adjusting your attitudes, standing taller and working harder and 
smarter, proving your character, as you work collaboratively with and for our communities. You all are the 
heroes of these challenging times—tirelessly re-imaging normal and maximizing the 21st CCLC program's 
impact when it matters most.   
 

 

UPDATES FROM NATIONAL LEADERSHIP  

The Office of State Grant and Program Support 

 

 

Dear Partners and Stakeholders: 

The 2020–2021 school year is officially upon us! Though the start of this school 
year is fraught with uncertainty, teachers and students are eager to reconnect 
and support each other to learn and grow, no matter the learning environment. 
OSGPS recognizes, as Secretary DeVos noted at the Kids First: Getting 
America’s Kids Safely Back to School roundtable in August, that there is not a 
one-size-fits-all approach to starting school this year.  
 
As many of you return to school, OSGPS will close one federal fiscal year and 
prepare for another. This means pausing to reflect on our work in 2020—before 
COVID and during the pandemic. 

In closing, I want to draw your attention to important work that OSGPS and other offices across the U.S. 
Department of Education supported this summer: to rescind outdated guidance documents consistent with 
President Trump’s Executive Order 13891, “Promoting the Rule of Law through Improved Agency Guidance 
Documents.” The order requires the Department to identify outdated, unnecessary, or ineffective guidance to 
rescind and to create a user friendly “guidance portal” linking to guidance documents currently in effect. 
OESE’s guidance documents remaining in effect are located on the Department’s Guidance Homepage. The 
list of guidance documents that have been rescinded can be found in the Federal Register notice here, 
published Aug. 31.  Note that the rescinded documents are either outdated or superseded by more recent 
guidance documents.  

All the best— 

Ruth Ryder 

Deputy Assistant Secretary for the Office of State Grant and Program Support 
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

 

National Study of Continuous Quality Improvement 
to Inform the 21st Century Community Learning Centers Program 

 

2020 National Family Engagement Summit: 
Reconnecting with Families for Equity, Opportunity, 

and Excellence 

Date: October 13–16, 2020 
Location: Virtual—Online Only 

NAFSCE—National Association for Family, Schools, and Community Engagement—is pleased to serve as 
a lead partner for this 4-day, 16-session virtual event, featuring a host of nationally recognized speakers, as 
well as an online community established just for Summit registrants. All registrants will receive a NAFSCE 
membership. Existing NAFSCE members receive a $40 discount on registration fees. Learn more.  

 

STEM Education U.S. Department of Education  

Mark Your Calendar—Upcoming STEM Webinars 

 

Date Event 

October 27 Invention Education 

 

 

Department of Energy (DOE) Launches New STEM Website 

 

The new All in STEM website, a project of STEM Rising at the DOE, 

showcases the long list of programs and resources designed to 

ensure that the best and the brightest from every community in 

America enter the STEM workforce. Regardless of background, all 

talent is needed to tackle today and tomorrow’s STEM challenges. 

Read the blog and browse through the new site today to find programs 

for you. 

G U I D E S  T O  E D U C AT I O N  T E C H N O L O G I E S  T H AT  A R E  R E A D Y  N O W  

A group of 70 federally funded researchers and developers collaborated to produce a new series of Guides to 

Education Technologies. The guides cover the following topics: Early Learning, Mathematics, Science and 

Engineering, Social Studies, and Special Education.  All of the resources were developed through an iterative 

process with feedback from teachers and students, and most were evaluated through small pilot studies to 

measure improvements in student learning. They are web-based and can be used on either computers, 

tablets, or personal devices and include a mix of no-cost products as well as ones that are fee-based. This 

Institute of Education Sciences (IES) blog has more details 
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10TH ANNUAL FALL INTO PLACE CONFERENCE 

The New Mexico Out-of-School Time Network 

 

Coming to a computer near you: Tuesday, October 

20–Thursday, October 22 

The Agenda has a focus on five areas:  

֍ Social Emotional Learning (SEL) and Trauma 

Informed Practices  

֍ Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Social Justice  

֍ Developing Rich Virtual Learning 

Environments  

֍ STEM  

֍ Self-Care 

Opportunities for community chatrooms, peer-to-peer 

problem solving, and a virtual exhibit hall.  Prior to the 

conference, during our soft launch, registrants can chat 

and interact with other attendees, explore the exhibit 

hall, browse speaker videos, then provide feedback to 

improve the conference experience. Post conference, 

recorded sessions will be available to registrants. 

Registration is now open! Go here to register. Registration grants access to the full week of sessions and 

your unique event profile.   October 21: The pre-conference—specific to 21st Century Programming. 

 

Three Webinars  and  Trainings  in  Response  to  COVID -19  and  Issues  of  Race  

The last few months have been very challenging for afterschool program providers, due to the COVID-19 

pandemic, the need for distance learning, and national reflection on racial equity. To assist afterschool 

program leaders, the How Kids Learn Foundation has sponsored several webinars on these topics, which can 

be accessed online for free. The three Speaker Forum webinars below address these issues.  

Not Business As Usual: The Needs of Low-Income Youth of Color in the Era of COVID-19 

 

Dr. Pedro Noguera (USC) presents on the topic of the needs of 

low-income youth of color during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

(55 mins) 

The Art of Distance Learning in Afterschool 
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Autrilla Gillis, (ISANA Academies, LA) and EduCare 

Foundation staff share their distance learning models and 

discuss how they prepared and supported staff, recruited 

participants, and the lessons they learned while navigating this 

new model. (66 mins) 

Healing the Impact of Racial Injustice and Inequity: The Role of Afterschool 

 

Dr. Shawn Ginwright (SFSU) examines how the COVID-19 

pandemic and the long list of African Americans killed by police 

has laid bare the racial injustice and inequity in our society.  

(80 mins) 

 
 

RESOURCES  
  

Alliance for Healthier Generation—Five Engaging Resources 

 

NEW: Quick Start Health Assessment 

This 10–15 question assessment helps leaders prioritize key health 

practices that support student and staff well-being. Find it in your 

Action Center Dashboard. 

Filling Your Cup: Comprehensive Self-Care Strategies 

A four-part, on-demand training series packed with tools and resources 

to help school staff focus on their own well-being. 

 

Coping with Teacher Stress 

A resource to help educators identify the symptoms of stress and adopt effective coping strategies. 

Tips for Engaging Families in Health 

Bring families on-board to support healthy behaviors that improve academic achievement, social skills, and 

mental health among students. 

Connecting with Students in a Virtual Space 

Five ways to build community through daily routines, effective check-ins, gratitude, and more. 

CDC—Community Venue Guidance and Updates 
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The 2020 School Health Education Institute, hosted by the NM PED, Safe 
and Healthy Schools Bureau and by the NM DOH, Office of School and 
Adolescent Health is a wrap. 

If you were unable to attend the Institute or missed a session, you still can. 
The SHEI Library is now available. If not registered, you will be asked to do 
so prior to viewing the sessions.  

CDC’s Considerations for Operating Schools during COVID-19 

Updates to the latest Covid-19 information were made on September 1 to align with the new school 
resources and tools, released on July 23 and 24.  Check out the CDC’s  latest guidance  

 

 

DREME—Early Math Resources for At-Home Learning 

The DREME Network has created new, early math resources for families to learn together at home. As 

with their first at-home early math learning kit, this new kit offers activities that are fun, easy to 

implement, and can be folded into daily life rather than feeling like extra tasks. Download Early Math 

Learning Kit #2. 

 

 

NAFSCE—Two from the National Association for Family, School, and Community 

Engagement 

Education at a Cross-Roads: Strategies for Framing Education in the Context of COVID-19 

In collaboration with the Partnership for the Future of Learning, NAFSCE and the Funders for   

Adolescent Science Translation—the Frame Works Institute—have developed timely guidance on 
framing education issues in the context of COVID-19. 

 

NAFSCE—Parent Voices: COVID-19 and School Reopening 

Four members of NAFSCE's Parent and Family Leaders Council from across 

the country have written about their experience juggling parenthood, careers, 

and advocacy during the pandemic. Read more. 

 

 

OESE—From the Office of Elementary and Secondary Education  

Five Back-to-Learning Resources 

 
Back to Learning 

Resources 

The National Comprehensive Center published a new Return to 

School Resource Collection to assist State and local education 

agencies, educators, and parents as they navigate the unpredictable 

path back to school. Included in this collection are resources, such 

as the recorded webinar, “How Districts and Schools Are Using 

Scenario Planning for the 2020–2021 Return to School” and 

“Tackling the Fall 2020” from the recent National Association of 
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ESEA State Program Administrators (NAESPA) meeting. The National Comprehensive Center 

continues to update State plans for reopening schools for the 2020–21 school year, as new plans 

become available, and current plans are revised. 

Promising Practices Brief:  

Improving Student Engagement and Attendance during COVID-19 School Closures 

The CDC released public health-related guidance on preparing K–12 school administrators for a 

safe return to school in the fall of 2020. It is intended to aid school administrators, as they consider 

how to protect the health, safety, and well-being of students, teachers, other school staff, their 

families, and communities and prepare for educating students this fall. 

 

                                OESE  CONT. 

 

Getting Schools Ready to Support Students 
Facing a New World of Challenges 

Districts are working diligently to develop back-to-school plans that 

meet the needs of all learners, including how to address the social-

emotional needs of students.  

Getting Schools Ready to Support Students Facing a New World of Challenges, a recorded webinar 

presented by IDRA EAC-South, is moderated by Paula Johnson and a panel of student advocates 

and education leaders. It is a part of IDRA EAC-South’s School Reopening Webinar Series that 

supports schools and districts in exploring what the future holds for school reopening. 

 

Reopening High School: 
Addressing Reopening Safely for Instruction after COVID-19 

 
The Western Educational Equity Assistance Center  (WEEAC) 
recently released a practical toolkit for planning a safe reopening of 
schools following the COVID-19 shutdown. The WEEAC’s Reopening 
High School: Addressing Reopening Safely for Instruction after 
COVID-19 video presentation and brief provide educators with tools 

for reopening districts and high schools to ensure all groups of students achieve at high levels. 

 

School Reopening Plans: State Resource Map 

MAEC also offers this map that details school reopening plans by 

state, as well as additional resources for individuals and families to 

help them access support and important information regarding the 

pandemic (e.g., COVID-19 communications, reporting hate crimes, 

free food for children).                                                                                                                                            
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SPOTLIGHT ON EXTRAORDINARY STUDENTS 

 

 

EXPO NM/New Mexico State Fair and 

the New Mexico Public Education 

Department have collaborated to 

present outstanding artwork from 

students all over the state. From 

Carlsbad to Central Consolidated, from 

Artesia to Albuquerque, please enjoy 

Creativity in Learning from students, 

teachers, and communities across New 

Mexico. 

  

 

 

  

Amaris, 4th Grade 
Chelwood Elementary, APS 
Art Teacher:  Kelli Ortiz 

Gianna, 1st Grade 
Frances Xavier Nava Elementary , SFPS 
Art Teacher: Shakti Kroopkin 
Art Teacher: 

Delia, 5th Grade 
Booker T Washington, LCPS 
Art Teacher: June Walton 


